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s FRIEEETIO OF FHE RLVE FIERER

4.1 A time of change
During the early 20th century the economy of Newfoundland
and Labrador became increasingly diversified. The fishery was
no longer the primary means of employment. (top left) Grand
Bank, c. 1907; (top right) Ore Bed, Bell Island, c. 1920s; (left)
Loggers stacking logs, c. 1916.

What resources led to the creation of your town and other

towns In your region?

What problems are associated with one-industry towns?

Introduction

European settlement in Newfoundland and Labrador
was originally driven by demand for saltfish that was
exported to southern Europe and the British West
Indies. By the mid-1800s, however, several problems
arose that limited the ability of the fishery to remain
the primary economic activity. Recognizing this, the
Newfoundland government began to look for ways to
diversify the economy.

@

hanges in the Fishery

During the nineteenth century, the resident population
of Newfoundland and Labrador grew, increasing the
number of people seeking work in the fishery. This
created two problems. First, the harvest rate per person
declined as there was a limited amount of fish available
to catch. In economic terms, all things being equal,
— cach person involved in the fishery earned less. As

you will recall from your study of chapter three, to
compensate for declining harvests per person, fishers
sought new fishing grounds, such as those in Labrador,
and took advantage of new technologies, such as cod
traps, which increased their ability to catch more fish
in less time.

The second problem was the decrease in the cod biomass
off Newfoundland and Labrador. One factor which
contributed to this was a period of lower ocean
productivity — this means the rate of cod reproduction
was lower than in previous centuries. The combination
of the increased rate of fish harvest with the reduced
ocean productivity severely taxed the cod stocks. In
fact, fisheries experts who have examined this period
estimate that the cod biomass off Newfoundland and
Labrador decreased by approximately 50 per cent
between the late 1700s and the 1880s.
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An unsustainable pattern

As noted in chapter three, the pattern of expanding settiement along the coast of the island of
Newfoundland, coupled with the growth of the Labrador and bank fisheries, provided a source
of new stocks. However, this pattern masked an ecological imbalance between fishers and
cod: as the discovery of new fishing grounds allowed for an increase in the number of fish
caught, it became less apparent that older grounds had been over-exploited. Overall, catch
levels remained relatively steady. However, with an increase in the number of fishers working to
catch these fish, there was a steady decrease in cod landings per resident.

Quantity of Fish Available

4.6 Decline in demand for saltfish

This graph shows the decline in the demand for saltfish
as a result of the introduction of frozen fish. This lower
demand (D2) forced prices down (P2).
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4.7 Geological map of Newfoundland, 1919 4.8 Frederic Newton Gisbhorne (1824-1892) D
This map was created by the Geological Survey of Newfoundland, which was formed in 1864. James During the 1800s, several explorers and surveyors added 2
P. Howley (1847-1918), who became the director in 1883, explored and mapped the northeastern greatly to the government’s knowledge about resources \6
and western coastlines of the island, central Newfoundland, and other parts of the interior. Much of in the island’s interior. Gisborne™ was one of these. He
the information in this 1919 map by Howley came from these explorations. journeyed across the southern interior in 1851 and kept a 3~

detailed journal and survey record. His knowledge and work
helped to initiate the telegraph system on the island.

ym/des to
(Wtertor ard were

. 3 {

The Need to Diversity $
An examination of the economic activities of this <
time period highlights another problem associated 3
with over-reliance on the fishery. While subsistence \%f
activities helped Newfoundlanders and Labradorians %
produce many of the items they needed, some items, &

S

such as flour, tea, molasses, rum, tobacco, bulk salt,
and medicines, still had to be imported. With an
increasing population and a struggling fishery, the
cost of imports was often greater than the value of
fish exports.

O

In 1878, Sir William Whiteway was elected as Premier
of Newfoundland on a “Policy of Progress.” This

the exp(orers /)(A.h travel routes ard map man

/)/\L/SI'JA( featwes of the ivterior.

ym/'des bhed a S‘fror;kmw(edje of the

*Grsborre ard several other swve

involved a determined push to create employment e
through the development of natural resource industries S :%‘
— especially forestry and mining. Whiteway felt that =8
the building of a railway across the island was § \§
the essential first step to opening up the interior and = \g
developing these industries. E <
?.2

4.9 William Whiteway
Whiteway served as Premier of Newfoundland
from 1878-1885, 1889-1894, and 1895-1897.
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Excerptfroma

who reported on

letter to the editor of The Newfoundlander

a speech given by William Whiteway in

Heart’s Content on October 22, 1878.

... They were re

ceived most enthusiastically, and after

the subsidence of the many hearty cheers

which greeted

| them, E. Weedon,
! which he briefly in a few well-chosen

Esq., was moved to the Chaur, from

words explained

how he had accepted the duties of Chairman in courtesy
to the Hon. W. V. Whiteway and colleagues. Silence

being restored,

front and began giving an account of his ste

during the past four

the Hon. the Premier advanced to the
wardship

years, and also the many wise

measures which his Government or party had passed

for the general

on the vast mining enterprises nOwW pro

welfare of the country. He also touched

L ————

Although government leaders recognized that an
economy based on a single industry was problematic
>

very few jobs existed

outside the fishery. In an effort to

;orrect this problem, the government began looking
or ways to develop other resources. Government-

sponsored surveys,”

completed during the second

411

ducing such

Newfoundlander.

good fruit to the country in giving so much employment
to hundreds of our fishermen who would otherwise
be idle during the winter months. He alluded to the
importance of cutting roads through the interior so as
to open up the vast tracts of valuable agricultural land

for settlement, also what labour the lumbering business
would give, and how great a source of wealth it would
be for the country. Coastal steam was next brought
before the meeting, and the advantages derived from
the splendid boats now on the northern and western
routes, and how happy all should feel in being able to
hear from their friends on the Labrador every fortnight.
The future Railway across the country, telegraph
extension around the Island, and several other topics of
interest, were adverted to and thoroughly explained to

2 most admiring audience ...

ha.lf of *#Ehe nineteenth century, confirmed the
existence’”” of agricultural, forest, and mineral
interior that could be
tEleveloped. However, a way to access them had to be
ound. An 1880 government report suggested that a

resources in the island’s

railway across the island could be the solution

pecn exploration inthe f Bt eorith b Stxtecrith cevbories wie driveh in part él/ & destr
e

f . . "
o fird ard exp(orf the wealth of the “rew world! Newfouwdlard ard lcbrador wes ro ex /J‘f ¢
ception.

19th Century Newfoundland Trade

Surplus/

Deficit
1826 759319 () 862453 () (=
1836 850 334 632 576 O
1846 759103 802 247 5
1856 1338797 1271 604 O
1866 5694305 (§) 5784849 (§) (=
1876 6551380 7 205 897 (=
1886 4862951 6 020 035 (=
1896 6638187 5 986 861 O

Employment by Primary Sector
(as percentages of total workforce)

1858

1869 1874

Agriculture 4 4 ) 2
Fishery 89 84 86 89
Forestry 1 1 1 9
Mining = 1 ) 05
Other 6 10 11 135

1884
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4.13
' 5 s 1
i the mmofuurgromgpupulanonhasmqsumemmee:mdmeme !
E@Enﬁﬁﬁﬁfm@n@ men in this country ... The fisheries being m.:rmi;m&:l msc:ux['ce, amtn:.l / |
to a large extent the only dependence of the people, those periodic partial failures ... resul A

in] pauperism ... /

i i ing to our increase /-
fisheries have no doubt increased, but not in a measure corresponding !
g;];opulaﬁon. And even though they were capable of being further expanded, thas object _}f

Y would be largely neutralised by the decline in price which follows from a large catel ...
i i from our
Tt is evident, therefore, that no material increase of means is to be lmkedg: -.
fisheries, and that we must direct our attention to other sources to meet the growing
; requirements of the country.
r -
| Your Committee believe that no agency would be so effective for the promotion of the
[ objects in view as that of a railway ... :
k — Excerpt from Report of Js(int Committee of Legislative Council and House of Assembly, 1880
i .’.; - bid - L e A
|s
3 1]
S A Golden Age :
N 4 I
=~ In the decades that would follow, much of Premier 4.14 Excerpt from :
E Whiteway’s vision would be realized. In fact, the first Tho Evenx;l%Tglggqrg(r)nz, i '
"X decade of the twentieth century began with promise in : {85 " y WEEE Gt
§ the colony. The recession of the late nineteenth century - i
\Q\ was ending, the prices for fish and other exports were ' A i :
: increasing, and the forest and mining industries were Hits ;
o growing This pre-war period, 1900-1914, has often been Ay :
% considered a “Golden Age” in the country’s history. n I % E
Q 4.15 Edward Morris W=
g Much of this period (1900-1909) corresponded with wasf Pfll';eggn;;tg L "hig t
\%\‘__/Sir Robert Bond’s term as Premier of Newfoundland. 'y W) !
v While serving as Colonial Secretary under Premier ; \ i 1'
S William Whiteway, Bond had worked to protect SIR EDEE_EI_' BOND. !
= Newfoundland’s fishing industry, challenging French T Revtow of meviewa It
¢ and American fishing rights, and maintaining the It ROBERT BOXD ¥ the re- | f
4 O . presentative of the oldest Col- | ¢
. colony’s independence from Canada. As premier, he S gny, tha seateal pivet of thie |1
5 renegotiated the railway contract to the benefit of Eawpire. Newfoundiand s the | ¢
V g g mukt Kngllsh of all the Colonies, al- .
*\g\ the colony and finalized the entente cordiale. These though tere 18 & very strongly-defioed | |
‘T successes, along with the development of the mining ,'j.";.';m";f‘"‘:,:l‘:'éng" i T
‘:‘A and forest industries, helped strengthen the colony’s EIRTEE S T Beliet ORNn i
$  economy. In fact, the government reco?ded numerous ﬂ’:‘"i:.:;,':;“:; o e el
3 budget surpluses under Bond’s leadership. of A s pneuity o Yo |9
S e ooy lue Jont e o
W\ 5 o 3 s e, ghetl ("
Bond also tried on several occasions to negotiate a free etk pondrbip ol y
trade agreement with the United States, but was blocked 1l Acvoms the Atlant!- -

Lixperiencing 'he Arts

In this chapter you are asked to. select an eventor overall ~ Your task is to identify the subject for the composition. of
experience and compose a song to tell that story. There are  your song and to create the title for that piece. The song

avaricty of experiences in this chapter: should focus on telling a story related to your area of mterest.
* Changes in the fishery Remember, use this as an opportunity to explore something
* New industries such as the railway; forestry; and mining  that interests you or 1s important to you. Set aside a notebook
* Changes i lifestyle and culture (both Aborigmal —exclusively for the purpose of writing this song:
peoples and European settlers)
* The labour movement
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*After 1909, the leader of the col ony was Known as prive minister instead of prewmier.

by American, Canadian, and British interests. Such problems
in international affairs eventually led to Bond’s downfall in
1909 and his retirement from politics in 1914. Edward Morris
followed Bond as prime minister.” Until the outbreak of war,
Morris promoted extensive railway construction, new industry,
and resource development.

4.16 Robert Bond served as premier from 1900-1909

Robert Bond was born in St. John’s on February 25, 1857, the sixth of seven children born to John
and Elizabeth (Parsons). His father was a successful businessman and, upon his death, Bond
inherited a large fortune. Bond was educated in St. John’s and in Somerset, England. Although he
studied law and became a clerk for William Whiteway, he did not practise as a lawyer. Instead, he
entered politics and became one of Newfoundland’s best-known politicians.

Along with his political career, Bond pursued several business ventures, which included mining
speculation and interior development. In 1884, he bought 20 square kilometres of land on the
Avalon Peninsula near Harbour Grace Junction and renamed the community Whitbourne (after
17th century colonizer Sir Richard Whitbourne). Bond built a large estate at Whitbourne, where
he retired after leaving politics. He spent the remainder of his life there, enjoying his property and
bemoaning the state of politics in Newfoundland. He died at Whitbourne on March 16, 1927.

Questions:

1. In 1620 Sir Richard Whitbourne commented on the
suspected wealth of the island’s interior. “... there is
great abundance of Trees fit to be imployed in other seruiceable uses
... there might be found many other commodities of good worth.
Amongst the which . .. there is much probabilitie of finding Mines,
and making of Iron and Pitch.”

Why did it take so long for the colony’s economy to
diversify? Identfy three factors that might account for this.

2. To what extent is the economy of your community or
region economically diversified? What are the strengths
and/or limitations associated with this?

3. What trends (both local and global) are affecting the
economy today? Which trend might have the most
significant impact on your community/region? Explain.

INTERNATIONAL

AFFAIRS

During the mid to late 1800s, pre-
existing British fisheries treaties with
France and the United States were
a concern for the Newfoundland
government. There was considerable
frustration among Newfoundland
fishers with the privileges these treaties
granted to French and American fishers
in Newfoundland waters. Several
premiers appealed to Britain to revisit
these agreements. In most cases,
Britain was unwilling to do so, fearful
of damaging its own relationship with
France and the United States.

In January 1878, a group of fishers
from Newfoundland attacked Americans
fishing in Fortune Bay. They forced the
Americans to dump their catch and leave
the area, claiming that they were violating
Newfoundland fishing rights. Whiteway
supported the Newfoundlanders and
rejected American compensation claims.
However, without consulting the colony;,
Britain paid £15 000 to the Americans
and then expected Newfoundland to
pay them back. Whiteway refused.
Eventually a compromise was reached:
Newfoundland would pay £3400 of the
compensation and Britain promised to
consult the colony in the future in cases
involving payment from the colony.

m published on Tuesday did

- 5, give the precise nature of
iffenlty that arose between our people
d the American fishermen.

ginee been stated on good authority

a latter were hanling with a seino on
vhich, being forbidden by our law,
-men took forcible means of pre-
id then destroyed the seme.  Both
erefore did wrong—the Americans
i the law, and onr men i, taking
he law into their hunds, instead of inform-
t|ing the uanthorities whose duty it would
have been to enforee respect for it on one

1 ﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬂ‘ the other.

4.17 Excerpt from The Newfoundlander, Feb. 8, 1878




‘The Significance of Events

‘T'hroughout the late
J nineteenth and early twentieth
\ centuries there were numerous events
that attected Newtfoundland and

Labrador. Each of these events, 1n 1ts

own way, was significant. However,

were they all equally significant?

IT IS YOUR TASK IN THIS CASE STUDY TO EXAMINE SIX EVENTS
and assess the relative significance of each. Remember that determining the degree
to which an event 1s significant depends on three criteria:

1. How mmportant were the consequences?

2. How many people were affected?

3. How long were the consequences felt?

Additionally; significance depends upon an individual’s or group’s perspective. This
perspective can be affected by time, geographic location, and interests.

4.18 Use this table to help assess the significance of the events in this case study.

A¢cessing. Siznificance

Criteria Event #1 | Event #2 | Event #3 | Event #4 | Event #5 | Event #6

How many Fcopfe
were affected?

How lonz weve the

consequences felt?




!

([, where the fire started.

*The water mpp(y bed been torred of f for repatrs, so pressure bhad not z/etf
bult vp sw‘fl'c/'ehﬂy at the top of the Wil

The Great Fire, St. John’s, 1892

Late in the afternoon of July 8, 1892, a small fire broke
out in a St. John’s stable after a lit pipe or match fell
into a bundle of hay. Although containable at first, the
flames quickly spread due to dry weather conditions, a
disorganized fire department, and poor planning™ on the
part of city officials. The fire’s rapid progress alarmed
city residents, and by 6 p.m. many began storing their
valuables in the Church of England Cathedral, Gower
Street Methodist Church, and other stone or brick
buildings they believed could withstand the flames. As
the fire made its way downtown, however, it also gutted
many of these structures; the Church of England
Cathedral suffered so much damage that it took workers

more than 10 years to complete its restoration.

By 8 p.m., the fire had reached the core of the city’s
downtown, where it caused much panic and disorder.
Looters ransacked many of the shops and businesses
lining Water and Duckworth Streets, while residents
in the buildings’ upper levels ran from their homes
with as many belongings as they could carry. Vessels
in the harbour, meanwhile, sailed out of reach of the
advancing flames, which quickly destroyed all of the
wharves and their contents.

Y ack of Firarcial resovrces probebl y
de(m,ed construction as well.

The fire burned into the night and did not end until
5:30 the following morning. Many people camped out
in Bannerman Park or on property surrounding the
Roman Catholic Cathedral, which was one of the few
buildings the fire did not destroy. As the sun rose on
July 9, more than two-thirds of St. John’slay in ruins and
11 000 people were homeless; many had lost everything
they owned, except the clothes they were wearing. In
just 12 hours, the fire had killed three people and caused
$13 million in property damage — only $4.8 million of

which was insured.

With its capital city and commercial centre in ruins,
Newfoundland and Labrador experienced a sudden
economic downturn. Rebuilding efforts dominated the
months following the fire, and cost the government more
than $300 000. A local Relief Committee distributed
clothes, food, and other goods among the homeless,
while a large influx of foreign aid also helped the city
recover its losses. The fire prompted government officials
to restructure the city’s fire services and to provide
firefighters with better training and equipment.

4.19 Rebuilding after the Great Fire

4.20 Shacks erected to shelter the poor who had
been burnt out by the Great Fire

In June 1893, many who had lost their homes in the

fire were still living in temporary shelters erected in
Bannerman Park, St. John’s.
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The Bank Crash, 1894

r_On December 10, 1894, two of Newfoundland and
Labrador’s three banks, the Union Bank and Commercial
Bank in St. John’s, closed their doors and never opened
them again. A contributing factor to their demise was a
decline in the fishery that began in the mid-1880s. The
downturn meant most fishing merchants were borrowing
increasingly from the banks in order to continue operating,
By 1894, six mercantile firms owed the Commercial and
Union Banks a total of $2.5 million.

In order to extend such credit to the merchants, the
banks began borrowing money from British banks.
However, when the British banks called in their loans
to the Commercial Bank on December 8, it was unable
to meet its payments. The Commercial Bank turned to
the merchants for repayment, but the merchants’ assets
were tied up in fish that had not yet gone to market. The

Tli's date r's sometimes referred to as “Black Morda

4.21 Letter from Governor John 0’Brien, Dec. 14, 1894
Fearing public disturbances after the bank crash, Governor 0’Brien
requested the Royal Navy send a warship to St. John’s.
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Commercial Bank’s credit was suspended and it was
forced to close its doors.

News quickly spread about the Commercial Bank
closure, and clients of the Union Bank and the Savings
Bank rushed to withdraw their money. The Savings
Bank barely survived the run, but the Union Bank closed
permanently on the same day as the Commercial Bank.
At the time, bank notes were the main source of currency
in Newfoundland and Labrador. About $1.2 million in
bank notes from both the Commercial and Union banks
were in circulation in 1894. These bank notes were
rendered temporarily worthless with the banks’ closures
and savings accounts at both establishments decreased
in value overnight. (The government later guaranteed
all Union bank notes for 80 per cent of their value and
Commercial notes for 20 per cent.)

known ag ereepers and which are used by all the
troops In Canada, (.#. spikes that are fastened
to the boot to enable them to merch If londed
with facility, whiek coubtiogs could be obbalned
Srom the mflitary In Hullfarx.

I am hoppy to tell you that sc far
mobfers are quigé bué es cuile feo thirds of our
Frineipel] merchants end erployers of labour have
closed, Ib If wuext wwek ono Lhe wodks after thatb

. kumger may brimg on the glzturbancds.
I kape che hormeour Lo be,
i,

Your clecient garvant

Feh et I

Fand T

J O'hR i
F o

¢ she Fourmalind

ash £o
Frteult

also added Ene
11ad with #he

g are

mpr™




*Bord pt vp bi's assets for the loanto

shore vp the Saw}yf Bark.

a1 l e ) s el e l.lsl:..:hi.lll-

IOEN LM,(

4.22 Union Bank of Newfoundland $10 note, 1889

In the aftermath of the bank crash, three large mercantile firms went out of
business, which affected approximately 19 000 people who had depended
on them for employment. Other companies also suspended operations
temporarily. The government was pushed to the edge of bankruptcy by
this crash. Of immediate concern was interest on the public debt, which
was due in London on January 1, 1895. If not paid, the country would
have to default on the debt.

This bankruptcy threat was removed by Robert Bond, a senior member
of government, who managed to negotiate loans” with Canadian and
British banks. Canadian banks quickly began to open branches in St.
John’s and eventually in some outports. The Bank of Montreal became
the government’s banker, and Canadian currency became legal tender in
the colony.

The entente cordiale, 1904

In 1904, the French Treaty Shore disappeared as a legal entity. Prior to
this, it had been a long-standing source of grievance for Newfoundlanders
and Labradorians and a cause of tension between the Newfoundland and
British governments. The French Treaty Shore came into existence under
the Treaty of Utrecht (1713), which gave France fishing rights along that
part of the shore and restricted Newfoundland’s economic activity in the
area. With the signing of the Anglo-French Convention of 1904, part of the
“entente cordiale” which clarified several colonial disputes between Britain
and France, this territory was placed under the control of the Government
of Newfoundland.

According to the terms of this agreement, France relinquished its fishing
rights in Newfoundland in exchange for territory in Africa and financial
compensation for the French fishers who would be displaced. The entente
cordiale secured Newfoundland’s control of the French Shore fisheries
and opened the way to settlement and industrial development on the west
coast. Its announcement in the House of Assembly was, for the most part,
enthusiastically greeted. The next day, April 22, 1904, was declared a school
holiday, and a torchlight procession was held in St. John’s that evening to
mark the event.

4.23 Excerpt from The Evening Telegram, Dec. 13, 1894

Following the bank crash, many people in Newfoundland and Labrador still needed outside
help to get through the winter. In St. John’s, various churches and members of the city’s
elite began relief committees to distribute food, clothes, money, and other goods to people
across the country. Donations also arrived from England, Nova Scotia, and Boston.
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As historian Ja ] :
J mes K. Hiller has noted: 4.24 Population of the Petit Nord* and West Coast 1857-1935

The existence of the French Treaty Shore had a signy Ye i
impact on Newfoundland’s /ziszf%)ry. The settlemzfzgiizln; R i
development of  the Shore was delayed as a result of the French
presence, and its inhabitants recewed virtually nothing in the way
of government services until the 1880s, when they were finally 1874 2269 6385
allozqed representation in the legislature, and magistrates were 1884 3829 ¢
appointed. Land and muining rights remained insecure until 0 o e
1904. The route of the Newfoundland Railway was influenced = 2 i
by the S/zm’e’s existence, as was the decision lo buld the first
newsprint mill. at Grand Falls, and not on the west coast. In - N ooy
addition, the disputes over French fishing rights became a major 1921 6517 19215
Jocus for the Newfoundland nationalism that emerged from the 1935 7 “i ;8‘)
31485

mud-nineteenth century.

1857 1086 2248
1869 1389 3998

1901 4472 12762

5 F"_.‘!_;:ﬁ .r,--_
I ‘It PRES

i Anelo-French

hn E_un{mmg opeech.|

| |

. subjects of the Grown of Great Britain living It is for us now to encourase by every legitimate
means the development and settlement of what

upon the land which gave them birth ... could

not ply their avocation n the waters that rolled  has hitherto been known as the Treaty Shore, and
in at their feet, teeming with treasure that meant thus effectively to blot out of remembrance that
food, comfort and independence, unless by the  which has been a curse to this country and a strain
permission of the subjects of France ... upon British rule.

... if they went fishing and were fortunate enough
to locate a shoal of fish, and the French discovered
their success, they were almost certain to be driven
from their moorings by the British Naval Officer
at the request of the fishermen of France; and if
they protested, their nets and other implements of
trade were confiscated and oft times destroyed ...

_ this Convention ... heralds the tme when
even the memory of their presence will fade like a

fevered dream before the brightness of a new day.

-~ - s
4.25 Excerpts from Sir Robert Bond’s

introduction of the “entente cordiale” in
g1sp1e£;e(;:i1 to the House of Assembly April

4.26 British cartoon
Celebrating the entente cordiale,
Punch, April 22,1914
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Sealing Disasters, 1914

On March 31, 1914, the sealing vessel SS Southern Cross
failed to arrive in St. John’s from the Gulf of St. Lawrence
as scheduled. Two days later; an already anxious public
learned that sealers with the SS Newfoundland had spent
53 hours stranded on the North Atlantic ice floes in
blizzard conditions. The following day, telegraph offices
were crowded with people waiting for word of the
sealers and 7he Evening Telegram reported that “business
was practically stagnated. Everybody seemed unable
to work.” On April 4, hundreds of anxious spectators
lined the St. John’s waterfront as the sealing vessel
Bellaventure steamed through the Narrows carrying the
bodies and the survivors of the Newfoundland disaster.
Of the 77 men who died on the ice, rescuers found only
69 bodies. Another sealer from the disaster died in St.
John’s while receiving medical care.

Compounding the disaster’s impact on the public was
the loss of the Southern Cross. It soon became apparent
that it had sunk, possibly off Trepassey Bay, taking with
ita crew of 174. With 252 sealers now dead, the impact
on Newfoundland and Labrador society was immense.
Hundreds of families had lost their loved ones and their
breadwinners. Small communities where the sealers
lived and spent money also suffered in the short term
from a damaged economy and declining morale.

The double tragedy caused widespread mourning and
ultimately changed attitudes and legislation surrounding
the Newfoundland and Labrador sealing industry. In
1914-1915, the government held a commission of
enquiry to examine the Newfoundland and Southern Cross
sealing disasters. Although no criminal charges were laid,
the Commission’s findings made it clear that sealers faced
unnecessarily dangerous working conditions on the ice. In
response to the Commission’s recommendations, and with
much prompting from the Fishermen’s Protective Union,
the Newfoundland government passed 26 articles into law
in 1916 to protect future seal hunts. The new legislation
made radios and flares mandatory on all sealing vessels,
prohibited sealers from being on the ice after dark, and
required ship owners to pay out compensation for dead
or injured sealers. Doctors or pharmacists also became
mandatory on many ships, as did navigating officers. In
addition, based on theories that the Southern Cross sank
because of overloading, the government made it illegal
for any ship to return from the hunt with more than
35 000 pelts and established fines for any sealing ship
that returned to port with its load line below the water.

4.27 Injured sealer,

April 4,1914

Medical personnel carry Ralph
Mouland, a survivor of the 1914
Newfoundland sealing disaster,

. m § offthe SS Bellaventure.
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4.28 From the New York Times, April 6, 1914
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4.29 Burying victims of the Spanish flu at North River, Labrador (12 kilometres from Cartwright), 1918

Spanish Flu Outbreak, 1918-19

The Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918-19 killed
between 20 and 40 million people worldwide, making
it one of the largest and most destructive outbreaks of
infectious disease in recorded history. In Newfoundland
and Labrador it killed more than 600 people in five
months. The pandemic arrived on the island of
Newtfoundland on September 30, 1918 when a steamer
carrying three infected crewmen docked at St. John’s
harbour. Three more infected sailors arrived at Burin
on October 4, and they travelled by rail to St. John’s for
treatment. A doctor diagnosed the city’s first two local
cases of influenza the following day and sent both people
to a hospital. Within two weeks, newspapers reported
that several hundred people were infected in St. John’s.

By mid-October; the Medical Officer of Health had
closed the city’s schools, theatres, concert halls, and other
public buildings to help prevent the virus from spreading
By early December, 62 people had died from Spanish
influenza in St. John’s, but no new cases were appearing
The situation was considerably worse in the outports,
where fewer medical facilities and practitioners existed
to combat the disease. Before it disappeared, the disease
killed 170 people in outport Newfoundland.

The Spanish influenza was even more destructive-in
Labrador, which experienced a disproportionately high
mortality rate; the same virus that killed less than one per

was a nurse who died attending
to victims of the Spanish flu. A
monument to her sacrifice was

" .-ﬂ' Ml iy

erected in St. John’s in 1920.

cent of Newfoundland’s population killed 10 per cent
of Labrador’s. As on the island, the virus was spread by
visiting boats with infected crew members. The virus first
appeared at Cartwright after the mail boat SS Sagona docked
there on October 20, 1918. By early 1919, the nfluenza
had killed 69 of the area’s 300 residents.

On the northern coast, another ship, the SS Harmony,
brought the infection to Hebron on October 27, 1918. The
virus quickly spread throughout the village, killing entire
families and leaving dozens of children orphaned. By
November 19, 86 of Hebron’s 100 residents were dead and
a further 74 people had died in surrounding communities.

The SS Harmony also brought the virus to Okak. Within
hours of the ship’s departure on November 8, many
people in the village began showing signs of illness. By the
end of December, the virus had decimated Okak, killing
204 of its 263 residents and had also spread to nearby
hunting camps. As the virus disappeared from Labrador
in late December and early January, survivors were
faced with burying their dead. In Okak, survivors then
dismantled the community entirely, burning all houses and
furniture before moving to Nain, Hopedale, or Hebron. In
total, the Spanish influenza killed more than 30 per cent of
the Inuit population and infected many others. Many of
those who did not die from the disease experienced heart
and respiratory troubles for the rest of their lives.

“The flu ... That’s why everybody here is related the way they are. When
my grandmother died from it, my grandfather had to marry [name
deleted] because her husband died of it. They needed to remarry right
away with winter coming on and all because your family wouldn’t make it

otherwise. Back then life was hard, not like it 1s today:

— A reminiscence of the Spanish flu from a Bonne Bay resident (July 2006) from “Boats, trains, and immunity:
the spread of the Spanish flu on the island of Newfoundland” in Newfoundland and Labrador Studies, Sept. 2007



It measwred 7.2 onthe Ridkter scale ard weas recorded tn locations
as far west as New York ard Moritreal ard as far east as P orfuya( )

'The Burin Tsunami, 1929

On November 18, 1929 a tsunami struck the Burin
Peninsula, triggered by an underwater earthquake™
that occurred on the southern edge of the Grand
Banks. Giant waves hit the coast at 40 km/hr, flooding
dozens of communities and washing entire homes out
to sea. The disaster killed 28 people and left hundreds
more homeless or destitute. It was the most destructive
earthquake-related event in Newfoundland and
Labrador’s history and occurred at the beginning of a
worldwide depression.

In addition to the loss of human life, the tsunami lifted
houses off their foundations, swept schooners and
other vessels out to sea, destroyed stages and flakes,
and damaged wharves, fish stores, and other structures
along the coastline. Approximately 127 000 kilograms
of salt cod were also washed away by the tsunami,
which affected more than 40 communities on the Burin
Peninsula. Government assessment later placed property
damage on the Burin Peninsula at §1 million.

It took only 30 minutes for the tsunami’s three main
waves to hit the Burin Peninsula and about two hours for
water levels to return to normal. After that, thousands
of confused and devastated survivors began to search

4.31 House nearly submerged after 1929 Burin Tidal Wave
This house was found offshore after it was swept out to sea by the 1929 tsunami.
It was later towed to shore by two men in a small “make and break” boat. This
photograph was taken by FatherJames Anthony Miller, Roman Catholic priest at
Burin, one of three delegates who travelled to St. John’s via the Daisy to meet with
the Executive Council about the emergency.

for the dead or injured and to salvage what they could
from rubble lining the coast. To make matters worse, the
Burin Peninsula had no way of communicating with the
rest of the island because a weekend storm had damaged
its main telegraph wire and the tsunami had destroyed
all land lines linking the peninsula’s coastal communities.
It wasn’t until the morning of November 21 that a ship
making a scheduled stop in Burin was able to send a
wireless message to St. John’s describing the situation.

The tsunami left the people of the affected communities
on the Burin Peninsula in desperate need of help. When
news of the disaster finally did reach St. John’s, both the
government and public were quick to respond. A relief
ship arrived the following day with medical equipment,
food, clothes, and other supplies. Public donations
poured in from across the colony, and within weeks
amounted to $250 000. Canada, the United States, and
Britain also gave aid. Despite these efforts, the start of
the Great Depression in 1929 and the collapse of the
cod fishery in the early 1930s further damaged the Burin
Peninsula’s weakened economy. It was not until the 1940s
that many communities were able to fully recover, while
others could not recover at all.

4.32 A cable informing London about
the tidal wave, Nov. 23, 1929
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" Questions:

1. For cach of the events identified, determine the
degreetowhichitissignificant. Useagraphicorganizer
to help make your assessment. Once you have
completed your assessment, identify which event
was most significant.

2.  How might your assessment of these events change
based on:
a. tme? (e.g, if you lived in the 1890s/1920s)
b. location? (e.g, if you lived in St. John’s/
Bonavista/Okak/Montreal)
c. position? (e.g, if you were a merchant/
parent/ Member of the House of Assembly)

Identfy three recent events that have affected
Newfoundland and Labrador Determine the
degree to which each is significant. Once you have
completed your assessment, identify which event is
the most significant.

How does personal perspective influence which
events from the past we remember? Why is it
important to remember these events?
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